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« Czech Republic takes on robotic
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radiosurgery
The CyberKnife robotic radiosurgery system is

Scientists have offered new hope to patients with retinitis now treating cancer pafients at the University
pigmentosa, a group of genetic eye conditions that leads to Hospital of Ostrava in the Czech Republic. [read

incurable blindness. story]

« Young Canadian man enters guilty plea at
A tiny array of light-sensing diodes brought-back a measure of Gitmo
sight to some patients with retinitis pigmentosa, said a A Canadian man has pleaded guilty to all charges
researcher. put to him at a US military trial in Guantanamo

Bay. [read story]
Eleven patients with the condition, who had been blind for 13 - BP Gulf oil fields up for sale
to more than 40 years, had the chip implanted in their retinas BP has decided to sell four Gulf il fields. [read
with no major ill effects, said Walter G. Wrobel of Retinal

story]

Implant AG of Tubingen, Germany.
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Wrobel said after the implant the patient was able to recognize letters and words and identify fruits by
their shapes, reports ABC News.

Retinitis pigmentosa is a condition in which photoreceptors progressively die off, starting at the retinal o Business Secretary Vince Cable. [read story]

periphery, and eventually wipe out the ability to see at all.

The Retinal Implant chip comprises 1,500 light-sensing diodes, each 50 microns across, capable of
generating seven images per second that flash for approximately 2 microseconds. » zalando Zum Shop!

It is surgically inserted just behind the retina delivering electrical pulses to the retinal cells that
otherwise are unable to respond to light.

Wrobel said the chips used in the trial required connection to an external power supply, with a wire
passing through the skull and out behind the patient’s left ear.

But the company has now developed a wireless power supply, he said.

Patients were asked to describe what they could make of so-called Landolt rings-shapes like a thick

letter C, projected in various orientations on a screen-and fruits laid on a table in front of them. MA NTEL :rren dS 201‘ (]

They were also shown block letters two to three inches high, white on a black background at waist
height.

Finally, patients were placed in a room with people in it and were encouraged to approach and touch
them.

Wrobel noted that the addition of regular eyeglasses appeared to improve the visual acuity in many
patients.

Twelve patients were initially recruited into the study, but one patient died just before the chip was to
be implanted, he said.

Among the 11 patients receiving the device, none suffered retinal detachment, major hemorrhages,
inflammation or vitreoretinal tractions-the major safety concerns for such a procedure.

The findings were discussed at the at the American Academy of Ophthalmology’s annual meeting.
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Anonymous Scientists give new hope for blind people
10-24-10, 09:06 PM I'm a 26 year old male with this disease. My mother is 56 and

struggling with her sight. She is legally blind and has been for a
few years now. I'm noticing an increase in loss of my vision and
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am hoping this type of technology will be helpful for me | the
future.

Janice Mohler So far this eye desease has effected four in my family

10-25-10, 11:33 AM My three daughters, one grandaughter has signs of this retinitis
piagantosis and two is legally blind. | have 12 grandkids which
haven't been effected so far but they're young yet. My two
daughters sure could use this surgery. My family been waiting
twenty years for help. God Bless it might be here
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